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Design Bureau Update
ACEC-IA / Iowa DOT / FHWA Transportation Conference

September 25, 2025
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So, what’s new?

• Design Bureau Staff

• Design - General

• Preliminary Survey

• Soils Design

• Upcoming RFPs

• Remodel
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Kent Nicholson
Design Bureau Director

Introduction



10/6/2025

2

D E S I G N  B U R E A U  U P D A T E 4

Staff Update                           

• Kent Nicholson
• Design Bureau Director

• Yanxiao Jia
• Design Production Engineer

• Jason Holst
• Design Support Engineer
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Staff Update                           

• Transportation Planners
• Jennifer Keller
• Tami Quam

• Survey Engineering Tech Sr
• Jeff Larson

• Traffic Safety Engineer
• Vacant
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Design Update                           

• Online Tabulations

• Website and Design Manual 
Layout

• E-files

• Earthwork Calculations



10/6/2025

3

D E S I G N  B U R E A U  U P D A T E 7

Preliminary Survey

• Specification Update

• Partnering Committee
• Identification of survey workflow 

gaps
• Opportunities for project 

efficiency
• Update of documentation
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Soils Design

• Consultant S-event 
Submittals Process 

• Intermediate S3 and S4 
events

• Soils Design Manual revision
• est. Spring 2026

• Geotechnical Design Data 
Collection and Review
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Use this layout if you have a small 
amount of text. Make sure the image you 
use is related to the text.

Headline
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Upcoming RFPs

• Aerial Imagery and Airborne 
LiDAR Services

• 2025 September

• Geotechnical Engineering Full 
Services On-Call

• 2026  1st Quarter

• Highway Design On-Call
• 2026  1st Quarter
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Remodel

• NW Building Remodel

• North Entrance
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Jason Holst

515-239-1856

jason.holst@iowadot.us 

iowadot.gov

Questions?


