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• Internal effort to increase communication 
between LEB and others (Design, Bridge, 
Districts etc.). 

• Environmental review is conducted inside of 
the boundary. 

• An ERSA is created early in the project 
development. 

• Project managers will review the ERSA at 
specific events/milestones (D01, D02,etc.).

• Modifications will trigger an automatic 
notification.

• Designing outside of boundary will require 
additional environmental survey which is 
symbolized differently.

• ERSA feature service will be integrated into 
a DGN that can be referenced. 

Environmental Resource 
Survey Area (ERSA)
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Environmental Resource Survey Area (ERSA)
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• Within an ERSA, resource managers will 
identify environmentally sensitive areas. 

• These layers which we are calling PERLs will 
be shared with others and will be accessible 
through CADD or GIS.

• Areas will be attributed based on sensitivity 
of the resource (e.g. 1=avoid, 2=minimize 
impact). 

• Resource managers will review and ensure 
information is up-to-date at the same 
milestones Design (and others) are. 

• The PERLs will be delivered at a similar 
timeline as traditional communication from 
our resource managers (W00, H01, etc.). 

Project Environmental 
Resource Layer (PERL)
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We want to increase our ability to identify issues early in the 
project development process. This process should reduce delays 
and increase our collaboration with others. 

Bottom Line…
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

• How to get access to the ERSA tool?
• If working on a DOT project that requires and ERSA, send an email to Adam Harr in the Project Management Bureau. 
• Access will be granted to external parties that are working on DOT projects. 

• Is this required for projects off the Primary System?
• No, ERSA’s are only required for projects on the Primary Highway System. 

• Is there guidance to this process?
• We have provided additional guidance within the tool and as a chapter in the Project Delivery Manual on PMB’s webpage. 

• What license will I need?
• To access the ERSA tool, you will need to have an Esri AGOL licensed account. 

• What user type, role, or privileges will I need?
• The account requesting access to the ERSA tool will need a “Creator” user type (or higher) and a “Data Editor” role (or 

higher). Accounts will need to be searchable by public and able to join groups outside the organization. 
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ERSA: Project and Program Delivery Manual 
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Important Links

• LEB Support Email: leb.support@iowadot.us

• PMB Project and Program Delivery Manual ERSA chapter: 
https://iowadot.gov/media/12080/download?inline

• ERSA Guide: https://iowadot.gov/media/12099/download?inline
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Questions?


